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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

OF THE TOWN OF CLARKDALE 

 

A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of the Town of Clarkdale was held on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. Members of the Parks and Recreation Commission attended 

by Telephonic Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 881 2482 4568 
 

    

Chairperson:    Allyn Backus  

Vice Chairperson:   Cheryl Kessel 

Commissioners:   Nick Wegman 

     Gail Worden 

     Cynthia Malla 
  

Town Staff: 

 Parks and Recreation Manager     Joni Westcott 

Parks and Recreation Coordinator     Chell Smart 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM: CALL TO ORDER – Meeting was called to order at 5:01pm by Chairperson Backus  
 

AGENDA ITEM: PUBLIC COMMENT – There was no public comment.  

 

AGENDA ITEM: REPORTS 
 

CURRENT EVENTS- A brief summary of current events. The Commission will not 

propose, discuss, deliberate or act on any legal matter in the summary. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – No report was given.  

 

STAFF REPORT: Manager Westcott updated on the following: 

 

 Upcoming events- Due to COVID 19 concerns, the Salve Making Class, the Home 

Gardening Workshop, the Gem and Mineral Show (rescheduled to Sept.) and the 

Clarkdale Car Show have been canceled. 

 Clarkdale Lion’s Club is back.  If you are interested in joining the Club send us an 

email. They focus on providing glasses to those in need and community service. 

 Mountain Gate Parks and Trails: Presentation postponed until after the Council has 

approved a new development agreement. The trails section of the developer 

agreement will come to the Parks & Recreation Commission for review in the future. 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST REPORTS- A summary of information on topics of interest to the 

Commission.  The Commission may discuss these items but will not take legal action on any matter 

listed. 
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Special Interest Reports- A summary of information on topics of interest to the Commission.  The 

Commission may discuss these items but will not take legal action on any matter listed. 

 

Centerville Park: Centerville park vandalism update: Staff received a quote from the playground 

equipment company who originally installed the equipment, $17, 902.   

o Insurance will cover the entire cost of the slide replacement once the work is complete and 

receipts are supplied to the company.  

o Equipment has been ordered and estimated time of delivery and installation is appx. 8-9 

weeks. 

Copper Penny Park: Complaint and suggestion for improvement regarding Pickleball court. The 

developer has been contacted about solving the problem with balls falling into the ditch near the court. The 

court is also a little short, so solutions are being considered. The developer is going to put up a barrier to 

stop the balls from getting into the ditch. 

Commissioner Worden noted that there is a big hole in the sprinkler system which is creating a geyser 

during the middle cycle. Manager Westcott noted that this will be addressed with the developer who is 

managing the park. 

 

Verde River @ Clarkdale:  Staff met with Mark Weise, Arizona State Parks Chief of Development, to 

discuss installation of a volunteer pay station at Tuzigoot RAP to improve revenue stream.  The concept 

will need approval from the Arizona State Parks Board. Verde River Institute Director and former Mayor, 

Doug Von Gausig was present to assist the photo imagery and historical perspective regarding the site and 

has volunteered to develop a presentation for the next AZSP Board meeting and present the project to the 

Board. A gate will also be installed at the Tuzigoot site. 

 

Town Council approved the outfitter fee increase from $5 to $8 at their 2/9/21 meeting.  Effective 3/1  

 

Staff has Annual Operating Plans from all 3 currently permitted outfitters. 

 

AGENDA ITEM: MINUTES - Discussion and consideration of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held 

on January 11, 2021. 

 

Action: Approval of the minutes of the Regular meeting held on January 13, 2021. 

Motion: Commissioner Wegman 

Second: Commissioner Worden 

Vote: 

 

 
Voting Member Aye/Nay 

Chairperson Allyn Backus Aye 

Vice Chairperson Cheryl Kessel Aye 

Commissioner Cynthia Malla Aye 

Commissioner Nick Wegman Aye 

Commissioner Gail Worden Aye 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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AGENDA ITEM: 2022 GENERAL PLAN– Discussion and possible action regarding the Open Space 

and Recreation Element of the General Plan.  

 

Manager Westcott shared the Recreation and Open Space Element of the General plan, the Future Needs 

Analysis document, the Goals and Objectives document and two additional maps which will be included 

with the General Plan. After a discussion, the following items were identified: 

 

Recreation and Open Space Element noted changes 

o Replace spelling of ‘Corrodor’ with ‘Corridor’ on the Recreation Resource spreadsheet 

o Consider listing the Mountain Gate future park in a color signifying private parks 

o Correct fourth line under 3.2.3 so that it reads, “number ‘one’ amenity request” 

o Bottom line of the 3.2.3 paragraph should read, “desired more ‘trails’ 

 

Trails and Land Features Element 

o Add “the” and “with valuable” to section 3.2.3 under bullet number 3. 

o Replace ‘benefit’ with ‘benefits’ in section 3.2.3 under bullet number 6. 

 

Future Needs Analysis 

o Under Current National Recreation & Parks Association Recommendation Benchmarks, 

      replace the last word in paragraph, ‘need’, with ‘needs’.  

 

Recreation and Open Space Goals and Objectives 

o Approved addition of ‘public access’ to Goal 1. 

o Approved addition of ‘to maintain’ to Goal 1. Objective 1. 

o Approved addition of ‘for staffing’ to Goal 1. Action 1. 

 

Maps 

o A discussion was had regarding simplifying the Local Trails Map 03-2. Possible items to 

remove off the map included: Road centerlines, railroads, ephemeral wash, irrigation, tribal 

trust lands, private land. The satellite image should not be included behind the maps when 

possible, due to it distracting from the overall map. 

 

Action: Approval of the presented General Plan materials and maps with noted changes. 

Motion: Chairperson Backus 

Second: Commissioner Malla 

Vote: 

 

  
Voting Member Aye/Nay 

Chairperson Allyn Backus Aye 

Vice Chairperson Cheryl Kessel Aye 

Commissioner Cynthia Malla Aye 

Commissioner Nick Wegman Aye 

Commissioner Gail Worden Aye 

AGENDA ITEM: SELNA MONGINI PARK- Staff updates and discussion regarding the Selna Mongini 

Park project. 
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Manager Westcott gave an overview of the recent history of Selna Mongini Park: 

 

Following a recent meeting with Landscape Architect, T. Barnabas Kane, staff has determined that a few 

aspects of the current park plan are not suited to this particular park location. The community garden and 

the splash pad areas of the park will be re-purposed to additional green space. There are no future plans for 

a splash pad due to their high-water consumption. Also, a concern was raised regarding the sand volleyball 

court. The sand can get extremely hot in the AZ sun and attract ants. Alternative locations in the Town will 

be considered for a community garden if a community partner comes forward willing to manage the space. 

 

Commissioner Worden commented on the possibility of more efficient technology being developed in the 

future for splash pads. Commissioner Malla noted that the donated pool funds were to be used for water 

recreation. Manager Westcott responded that there is an educational waterflow feature which will be on site 

at Selna Mongini Park. The pool funds may contribute towards a waterplay area as part of that educational 

water stream.  

 

The Arizona State Parks grant will be submitted in June and is expected to be awarded in the fall. Because 

this is a matching grant, the soil remediation project will need to take place after the award is received so 

that it is part of the match for the grant. Town Staff is also working with developers, looking for joint 

opportunities to contribute towards the Selna Mongini project. Landscape Architect, Barnabas Kane may 

attend a future Parks & Recreation meeting to describe potential plans. 

Additional grant funding is still being pursued for this project including the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund grant through Arizona State Parks and Trails. Important aspects of the grant were discussed including 

financial aspects and documentation required for submission of the grant. A representative from Arizona 

State Parks has already visited and approved a pre-grant application for the park. Staff is in the process of 

securing the funds necessary to meet the grant criteria (50% match funds, 6 % surcharge). Current funds 

for match including cash, labor, material, and other grants. 
 

In addition, staff is working with local developers on amended agreements to include funds to be 

designated to Selna Mongini Park in lieu of other focuses. 

 

Discussion only, no action was taken. 

 

AGENDA ITEM: JOINT WORK SESSION WITH TOWN COUNCIL AND PARKS & 

RECREATION COMMISSION- A Joint Work session with Town Council and the Parks & Recreation 

Commission to discuss current priorities and issues. 

 

The Park and Recreation Commission has been invited to meet with Town Council in a joint 

work session on Tuesday, February 23 at 3:00 p.m. These sessions are an opportunity to review 

responsibilities and discuss issues of mutual concern relating to parks and recreation for the 

Town of Clarkdale. 

 

The session will be organized introducing the scope of the Parks & Recreation Commission and future 

goals. Topics added to the planned presentation included: 

 

 Introduction of Council and Commission Members  

 Parks & Recreation Commission responsibilities 
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 Review of Parks & Recreation recent accomplishments 

 Issues of further interest or needing clarification between Council and the Parks & Recreation 

Commission  

 

This item was for discussion only, no action was taken. 
 

AGENDA ITEM: FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – Listing of items to appear on future agendas. 

Future community events 

Selna Mongini park 

Parks & Recreation Strategic Planning 

 

AGENDA ITEM: ADJOURNMENT 

With no objection, meeting adjourned at 6:59 PM. 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Chairperson, Allyn Backus 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Parks and Recreation Coordinator, Chell Smart 

 

 


